SPEECHES

all-powerful fiat of the Government watch-dogs
silencing scruples on the part of those who advise at
Simla. Under such circumstances I have thought it
well to address this letter to my countrymen, and
especially to those who profess the principles of the
Nationalist party, on the needs of the present and the
policy of the future. In case of my deportation it may
help to guide some who would be uncertain of their
course of action, and, if I do not return from it, it may
stand as my last political will and testament to my
countrymen.

The situation of the Nationalist party is difficult
hut not impossible. The idea of some that the party
is extinct because its leaders are sentenced or de-
ported, is an error which comes of looking only at the
surface. The part}7 is there, not less powerful and
pervading than before, but in want of a policy and a
leader. The first it may find, the second only God
can give it. All great movements wait for their God-
sent leader, the willing channel of His force, and only
when he comes, move forward triumphantly to their
fulfilment. The men who have led hitherto have been
strong men of high gifts and commanding genius,
great enough to be the protagonists of any other
movement, but even they were not sufficient to fulfil
one which is the chief current of a world-wide revo-
lution. Therefore the Nationalist party, custodians of
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